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7 CRUCIAL THINGS  
YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE RENTING AN 
APARTMENT IN POLAND THAT’LL SAVE YOU 
YOUR HARD EARNED CASH.  

Let’s face it - finding a new home is always a mix of emotions. Some find it stressful to make 
sure everything falls into place, while others simply cannot wait to move into their new home. 
Throw a new country into the mix and you got a whole other set of challenges to overcome. 
This report will outline the top 7 most crucial things expats should know before signing a 
contract. More below.  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 In 2019 about 
8,500 flats were 
purchased by 
non-Polish 
nationals 
- Source: gethome.pl via 
MSWiA  

Number 1: Security Deposit  

In Poland, most landlords require a security deposit. The standard practice is to collect one 

month’s worth of rent. So if your rent is 1,800 zł, expect to pay 3,600 zł when signing your 

rental agreement. ALWAYS make sure a receipt or written acknowledgment is provided when 

paying in cash.  

Number 2: Know what you’re paying for 
Whenever you see an attractive offer, make sure to always confirm what the monthly rent 

includes. Quite often at a later stage you’ll find out that the price doesn’t include utilities, 

parking or internet. The landlord should always highlight these points in your rental 

agreement, so that you’re not left going over budget due to miscommunication.  

Number 3: Keep your eyes peeled for previous damage 
Older buildings have their charm, however the older the building, the higher chance 

something has gone wrong over the years. Before your eyes widen from excitement and you 

sign the papers, make sure you scan the entire flat from top to bottom for any deeper issues. 

Examples include painted over mould, water damage, poorly insulated windows - brrr… or 

even chipped walls or fixtures, which you may be later held accountable for! 

http://gethome.pl
http://gethome.pl
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Number 4: Umowa najmu lokalu mieszkalnego? Sorry, what? 
You signed your rental agreement and received your copy. Great, but you can’t understand a 

word, so what good is it? That’s why your landlord should be able to provide you with a copy 

of your rental agreement in both Polish and English. If this isn’t a possibility, contact DokuPol 

to find out how to obtain a copy.  

Number 5: Knock, knock, Hi, I live here. 
When renting a flat or apartment you pay the full rent, so you should be the only person 

living there. That’s why it’s important to ask your future landlord to provide you with a 

certificate stating who is currently registered under that particular address. This is known as a 

Zaświadczenie o ilości osób zameldowanych w lokalu. This document will give you peace of 

mind that no one will come knocking at your door claiming to be your new roommate. 

Number 6: Sure, I like a hot bath, but did I really use that much water? 

The majority of buildings have quarterly, bi-annual or even annual meter readings, which 

means your landlord will most likely ask you to prepay an estimated sum for a given period. 

This usually is a couple of hundred złotych per month and once the readings are taken, you’ll 

be asked to pay for the over-usage or be reimbursed if you used less. If you have doubts, 

request your landlord to provide you with invoice copies from utility companies.  

Number 7: How much information is too much information? 
Everyone wants to secure their interests, however know when to draw the line. Your landlord 

should only be asking for the same information they would require from a Polish national. This 

includes an identity document (your valid visa if applicable), an employment contract and/or 

reference letters. If you're being asked to pay for additional certificates or provide documents 

irrelevant to the rental agreement, this should raise some red flags. 

Don't be left high and dry 

If you require professional assistance finding your first flat or simply need a stress free 

experience moving to your next, allow DokuPol find the perfect fit. More information can be 

found under www.dokupol.com or by contacting info@dokupol.com 

http://www.dokupol.com
http://www.dokupol.com

